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grounds to resolve this issue forthwith.
I am grateful to our leadership for
committing to resolve this issue, and I
will continue working with all inten-
sity to do everything I can so that the
issue of our assistance that we have
committed to our friends and neighbors
in Central America that we will be pro-
viding is in fact provided.

I would again reiterate my gratitude
to the distinguished gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DEUTSCH) for bringing
forth this motion to instruct, which
has given us the opportunity to focus
upon an issue of consensus, the need to
help our neighbors and our friends in
Central America.

I would simply remind our friends
and neighbors in Central America, dis-
tinguished friends, I think they know
who their best friends are as we know
who our best friends are. I remind the
President of El Salvador and the Presi-
dent of Guatemala that they did not
act a few weeks ago as our best friends
when they abstained on a motion, a
resolution introduced by the govern-
ment of President Havel of the Czech
Republic to remember the only people
in this hemisphere, our neighbors as
well, the only people who remained in
effect bound and gagged and oppressed
for 40 years. That was a most unfortu-
nate vote by Guatemala and by El Sal-
vador which deeply disappointed us,
but as we stated before, we are hopeful
that as that summit approaches in No-
vember the ethical conduct, the ethical
path will be embarked upon.

Again I thank the gentleman from
Florida. This House is united on this
issue. We have a leadership that I be-
lieve is united on this issue. I know the
gentleman has been extremely inter-
ested and has exerted great leadership
on it. It has been my privilege to work
with him, and it will be my privilege to
continue working with him to see it
through and to make certain that this
aid which we have committed to our
neighbors and our friends will forth-
with in fact be provided.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume. I
too want to congratulate the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-
BALART), who really has shown an in-
credible amount of leadership and abil-
ity on this issue. We really have been a
team effort and this really has been a
bipartisan effort by a number of Mem-
bers in this Congress to really explain
to our colleagues the importance of
this issue, that this is really clearly in
America’s national interest and our fi-
nancial interest and in our moral inter-
est to support and make sure this bill
occurs.

I actually look forward to the day
when our roles are reversed and I am in
the majority helping on these types of
issues and my good friend and col-
league from Florida is in the minority
helping us on these issues and each of
us will have a chance to replay some of
these thoughts. But really in closing, I
guess I would just reiterate what my
colleagues have said over the last hour

or so, but I will mention one specific
thing.

As has been mentioned, I had the op-
portunity to view some of the devasta-
tion. Words truly cannot describe the
level of devastation. I mentioned some
things in my opening statement, sta-
tistics, facts, historical analogies of
what has occurred, and they are sig-
nificant. It is hard to comprehend the
pictures on television of the devasta-
tion that really did not match in any
way in numbers of thousands killed or
millions displaced. They do not, I
think, give us that sense. We attempt
to use those numbers to try to explain
to us, but witnessing mud slides that
literally wiped out entire villages,
there is not a trace, not a building, not
a street at all, where literally thou-
sands of people are buried under 40 feet
of mud is an incredible sight, the dev-
astation that has occurred. That is
really the component, the sort of hu-
manitarian component to show what
the United States must do to lend a
hand, that we need to, that we did not
choose to be in this situation but we
are in that situation. If we do not help,
the reality is no one will. These econo-
mies are not in a position to rebuild on
their own in any short period of time.
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The number has been mentioned, 25

years. That is not an unfair or unlikely
scenario.

Finally in closing, as I mentioned,
this really is in our interest. This has
been a success story in terms of Amer-
ican foreign policy. As my colleague
from Florida has mentioned, we have,
unfortunately, only one country in our
hemisphere that has not taken the
road to democracy and open economies,
and hopefully relatively soon that will
change as well. But to continue that
record we are going to need to pass this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the support of
the motion to instruct.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EWING). Without objection, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to instruct.

There was no objection.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the motion to instruct
offered by the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. DEUTSCH).

The motion to instruct was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

REQUEST FOR FUNDS FOR CON-
TINUED OPERATIONS OF U.S.
FORCES IN BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES.
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on International Relations and the

Committee on Armed Services, and or-
dered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 1203 of the Strom Thurmond

National Defense Authorization Act
For Fiscal Year 1999, Public Law 105–
261 (the Act), requires submission of a
report to the Congress whenever the
President submits a request for funds
for continued operations of U.S. forces
in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In connection with my Administra-
tion’s request for funds for FY 2000, the
attached report fulfills the require-
ments of section 1203 of the Act.

I want to emphasize again my contin-
ued commitment to close consultation
with the Congress on political and
military matters concerning Bosnia
and Herzegovina. I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with the Congress in
the months ahead as we work to estab-
lish a lasting peace in the Balkans.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 12, 1999.
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SPECIAL ORDERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LIPINSKI addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Montana (Mr. HILL) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HILL of Montana addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SOUDER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

McCAFFREY COVERS UP CASTRO’S
PARTICIPATION IN DRUG TRAF-
FICKING
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-
BALART) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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